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1. IT IS THE EMBASSY'S UNDERSTANDING FROM CONVERSATIONS IN 
THE PAST WITH PHILIPPINE AIR FORCE (PAF) THAT AIR FORCE IS 
AGREED THAT CLEARANCES ARE NOT REQUIRED FOR FLIGHTS WHICH 
DO NOT ENTER PHILIPPINE TERRITORIAL AIRSPACE. BECAUSE THE 
BOEING 747 WHICH IS SUBJECT OF REFTEL WILL ENTER PHILIPPINE 
ADIZ AND MANILA F.I.R. BUT NOT TERRITORIAL AIRSPACE, EMBASSY 
HAS TELEPHONED INFORMATION ON FLIGHT TO PHILIPPINE AIR FORCE 
AT WORKING LEVEL IN LIEU OF SENDING DIPLOMATIC NOTE REQUESTING 
CLEARANCE. IN CONVEYING INFORMATION, WHICH WAS RECEIVED BY 
PAF SGT. SARMIENTO, EMBASSY ASKED WHETHER PAF WOULD IN 

THE FUTURE WISH TO BE NOTIFIED OF SUCH FLIGHTS. POINTING OUT 
THAT DIPLOMATIC CLEARANCE NOT REQUIRED WHEN FLIGHTS NOT 
ENTERING PHILIPPINE AIRSPACE BUT STATING THAT WE WOULD 
BE GLAD TO TELEPHONE OVER THE INFORMATION IF PAF WOULD 
LIKE TO HAVE US DO SO. 

2. NEARLY A WEEK HAVING ELAPSED AND PAF NOT HAVING 
OBJECTED TO NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE, EMBASSY CONSIDERS 
BOEING FLIGHT TO HAVE BEEN "CLEARED." EMBASSY WISHES 
TO REFRAIN FROM ANY ACTION IN CONNECTION WITH THIS 
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ITS CLEARANCE REQUIREMENTS INTO AN AREA WHERE IT PRESU- 
MABLY HAS NO AUTHORITY UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW OR, PRACTICE, 

AND WE ARE THEREFORE DELIBERATELY NOT CONTACTING PAF FURTHER. 

IF THERE SHOULD BE ANY QUESTION RAISED BY PHILIPPINE 
AUTHORITIES AS THIS FLIGHT PASSES THROUGH, AIRCRAFT 
SHOULD INDICATE THAT INFORMATION ON FLIGHT WAS PROVIDED 
TO PAF BY EMBASSY'S ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL OFFICE ON 
NOVEMBER 4, TO SGT. SARMIENTO, AND POINT OUT THAT AIRCRAFT 
IS NOT ENTERING PHILIPPINE TERRITORIAL AIRSPACE. 

SULLIVAN 
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